For Immediate Release
Councilor Wright Calls for 2.8% Spending Cut
I am proud of the fact that the City Council spent considerable effort last night discussing the tax ramifications of our budget. State law requires that the processes of setting our budget and setting our tax rate be separate. We vote for a budget by June 30 and set our tax rate to pay for these expenditures the following December.  However, the fact of the matter is that once we approve a budget we have in effect decided upon the amount of taxes we will need to raise because we have to raise enough revenue to pay for whatever budget is in effect. By the time the Council is able to set the tax rate in November or December the City of Springfield is already halfway through the fiscal year. At that time, making cuts becomes even more difficult. 
My goal at last night’s City Council budget meeting was to vote for cuts that seemed reasonable, with the hope of being able to support enough cuts to total approximately $3.5 million. That figure came from discussions between the Council and the Sarno Administration regarding what level of budget cuts would be necessary in order to maintain current tax levels and or allow for an actual tax cut. What became apparent, however, is that making these cuts is extremely difficult, with each of us supporting some cuts and not others. After four hours of deliberation, we had only agreed on about $424,000 in cuts, which was well shy of the amount necessary to significantly affect the tax rate. 
At the end of the night, I was unable to support the cuts because they were not distributed throughout city government. However, I was also not willing to support a budget whose effect will be to once again raise taxes. In fact, the Council decided to not support the Mayor’s recommended budget. The Council still has about a week to make cuts to the budget. If the Council does nothing more then the Mayor’s budget will go into effect 45 days after he submitted it to the Council on May 3. 
While I do not have a problem with the level of taxes I personally pay, I represent many people whom I met on the campaign trail, and their message was simple: our taxes have continuously risen at too great an increase, and we want our new ward representatives to bring this message to City Hall.
With this history in mind, I am calling for a 2.8% cut on all discretionary spending, both for personnel and non-personnel expenditures. According to a May 21, 2010 Division of Administration and Finance memo, discretionary spending amounts to $110,275,382.  A 2.8% cut on this amount would reduce the need for taxes by $3.09 million and thus comes close to the amount required to maintain, rather than raise, the current amount of taxes we need to collect from homeowners and businesses later this fiscal year.
For more information, contact Councilor Wright at 413.231.3894.
