I am deeply concerned by the prospects of a construction debris incinerator in Springfield for three reasons. First, I question its designation as a green facility. Such a plant would add pollutants to our already over-burdened air quality. These pollutants constitute a tax that Springfield's school children, who already suffer from high asthma rates, should not have to pay. Secondly, I believe such an incinerator would lower the surrounding property values. After all, who would want an incinerator as a neighbor? 
 

Finally, I believe that we should not use tax dollars to subsidize a plant that produces carbon-based energy. We live in an era of human-induced climate change. We should be using public tax dollars to develop solar and hydrogen energy resources. Over thirty years ago the Carter Administration put solar panels on the White House roof, but in 1986 the Reagan administration took them down. Imagine how competitive we would be in today's global marketplace if we had employed a Marshall plan to tackle energy independence by harnessing the sun's power. The sun provides our planet with nine times more energy than we currently derive from carbon-based fuels. I believe that a smart and forward-thinking energy policy is one that diverts the subsidies for carbon-based fuels into research and subsidies that will make the 21st century the age of solar power.
